FREEMAN TOWNSHIP BOARD
CLARE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

At a meeting of the Freeman Township Board of Clare County, Michigan, held at
7280 Mannsiding Road, Lake, Michigan on

Reqular Meeting, Thursday, the 14" of May, 2026

Present Board Members: Supervisor Johnson, Clerk LaFave, Treasurer Lackie,
Trustee Eckardt &Trustee Young

TIME: 7:00 p.m. Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag
Roll Call was taken, all members present
REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS

Trustee Eckardt made a motion to approve the Board Meeting Minutes from April 9™, 2026, and
Special Meeting on April 29™, 2026. Seconded by Trustee Young. Ayes- 5, Nays- 0

GUEST SPEAKERS at the Clare County Jail Marlene Housler- Clare County Commissioner-
The Commissioners approved the contract for the construction of the new sally port at the Clare
County Jail for $206,905.00, construction to begin this spring. The Commissioners also
approved raises for the non-union employees. They first conducted a wage comparison and
found that Clare County was far behind other counties in our area. Human Resources and
Finance is being raised to $61,000; IT Director is raised to $59,000; Emergency Manager will be
$55,000, Senior Services Director is raised to $69,000, County Administrator to be raised to
$112,600 and Maintenance Supervisor will be $66,000.

Garfield Township Fire Department will be having their annual car wash this Saturday to raise
funds for a new equipment.

TREASURERS REPORT

A motion was made by Trustee Eckardt, seconded by Trustee Young to approve Accounts
Payable Checks #016967 - #016984. Ayes — 5, Nays — 0

SUPERVISOR’'S COMMENTS

Frank Gentz, Assessor with Northern Michigan Assessing has asked for a 3% rate increase to
pay for Star Link to better work with the new BS&A software. Trustee Eckardt made a motion to
make that increase, Trustee Young seconded it. Roll Call Vote taken. Ayes — 5, Nays — 0

We have received the new contract with Clare County Equalization for the coming tax season,
in the past we have chosen to use Option #3, full service and Treasurer Lackie is requesting the
same for this year. Trustee Eckardt made a motion to sign the contract with Option #3, seconded
by Trustee Young. Roll Call Vote taken. Ayes — 5, Nays — 0

We have also received a letter of engagement and contract for our bi-annual audit from Smith &
Klacziewicz, PC, there is a copy in the boards folders. Trustee Eckardt made a motion to sign
the contract, Trustee Young seconded. Roll Call Vote taken. Ayes — 5, Nays — 0

We received a Public Safety Revenue Sharing grant from the State of Michigan for $3,784. The
amount is calculated based on violent crime in your township for 2022-2024. The money must
be spent on public safety. We are required to send 75% to the Clare County Sheriff Department,
our local law enforcement agency and 25% can be sent to a local unit involving public safety.
We would like to send that 25% to Lincoln Township EMS. Supervisor Johnson made the motion
to divide the grant as stated, seconded by Treasurer Lackie. Ayes — 5, Nays - 0
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We have recently been notified that two Planning Commission members would like to step away,
Clay Basler and Carol Barnett. We would like to thank them for serving Freeman Township.
Fortunately, we have had two other members of the community express their willingness to be
on this board. Supervisor Johnson nominated Tim Keifer and Carol Maas to the Planning
Commission, seconded by Treasurer Lackie. Ayes — 5, Nays - 0

CLERK’'S COMMENTS

Clerk LaFave stated that Freeman Township has completed the requirements for the
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds grant that we received in 2021. We were
able to use those funds for many improvements to our Township Hall.

Again, as a reminder we do have elections on August 4™, 2026 for the Primary and the Mid-
Term Election on November 3, 2026 this year. The nine days of Early Voting will be at Clare
County prior to each election this year.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning — No report — Next meeting July 7", 2026 at 10:00am

Zoning and Blight — Doug Johnson —We have processed 8 Zoning Permits this month, a second-
floor addition, a pole barn, a carport, a home and garage addition, a fence, a roof over a deck,
another pole barn and another home addition.

In early April we had someone dump tires on Lake Station on both side of M115. After a phone
call from someone who saw the tires Supervisor Johnson contacted the DNR, they were going
to investigate and stated that they would contact Parks and Recreation would pick them up. In
the meantime, Lake of the Pines, while doing their annual MDOT adopt a highway clean up
gathered some of the tires. There was a total of 42 tires collected, along with many bags of trash
in a pile on the corner of Lake Station and M115 for MDOT pick up. We would like to sincerely
thank the Lake of the Pines members who helped with the clean-up, it looks fantastic, what an
improvement!

A blight ticket was issued to a property owner this month. They will have to pay the fine or
appeal it in court. Our zoning administrator has been trying to work with them for two years but
unfortunately, they have not complied. There is another property on Ashcroft that he will be
issuing a ticket to soon.

COMMENTS/CONCERNS FROM CITIZENS

Vicki Brauner, stated that what originally started as 12 tires on the curve of Lake Station to
Ashard became 42 by the time they had everything piled at the corner. When MDOT was
contacted to pick up they said that the tire dumping had happened at 3 other highway cleanups.

Motion to Adjourn was made by Trustee Young, seconded by Trustee Eckardt. Ayes-5, Nays-0
TIME: 7:21 p.m.

Doug Johnson, Supervisor Lacinda LaFave, Township Clerk
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